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and the lateral face of a front passenger seat backrest inward
in a vehicle width direction. The airbags are inflatable and
deployable inwardly in the vehicle width direction as well as
in a fore-and-aft direction and a vertical direction of the
vehicle.

12 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
AIRBAG DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority from Japanese
Patent Application No. 2014-069667 filed on Mar. 28, 2014,
the entire contents of which are hereby incorporated by
reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to an airbag device for
protecting an occupant such as a driver and a passenger in
a vehicle against an impact due to a side collision, the
vehicle having seats disposed apart in a vehicle width
direction.

2. Related Art

A method has been widely used in which an airbag device
provided in a vehicle is activated to reduce an impact to an
occupant when a collision of the vehicle occurs. A conven-
tional airbag device is disposed in a steering wheel provided
forward of the driver’s seat or in an instrument panel
provided forward of a front passenger seat so that forward
movement of an occupant facing the airbag device is
restrained. Thus, an impact to an occupant at the time of a
head-on collision of a vehicle is reduced and the occupant
may be protected from the head-on collision.

In recent years, a device has been developed that protects
an occupant using an airbag device even at the time of a side
collision of a vehicle. For example, what is called a side
airbag device inflates between the side (door) of a vehicle
body and an occupant to protect the occupant. Thus, the
occupant is protected against a direct impact in a side
collision of a vehicle as well as prevented from colliding
with the inner side of the vehicle.

Such a conventional side airbag device is unable to
restrain inward movement of the occupant in a vehicle width
direction. For this reason, when a side collision of a vehicle
occurs, the occupants on the driver’s seat and the adjacent
front passenger seat may collide with each other, or an
occupant may collide with the backrest of the adjacent seat.
In order to address such problems, an airbag device
described in Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Pub-
lication (JP-A) No. 2010-115947 allows an airbag to inflate
upward, the airbag being housed in a center console pro-
vided between the driver’s seat and the adjacent front
passenger seat. Thus, the airbag deploys between the driv-
er’s seat and the front passenger seat, thereby making it
possible to prevent collision between a driver on the driver’s
seat and a passenger on the front passenger seat. When a
passenger is on the front passenger seat, the airbag is
supported by the passenger in the vehicle width direction.
On the other hand, when a passenger is not on the front
passenger seat, the airbag fills a space over the front pas-
senger seat, the space facing the driver on the driver’s seat,
and the airbag is supported by the door near the front
passenger seat. Thus, the inflated airbag is able to provide a
reaction force for receiving an impact force in the vehicle
width direction, and movement of the driver on the driver’s
seat toward the front passenger seat may be efficiently
restrained.

In the case where the driver’s seat and the front passenger
seat are disposed apart from each other, the positions of both
seats are independently adjustable in a fore-and-aft direction
of the vehicle and the angle of a backrest of each seat is also
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independently adjustable. For this reason, with the airbag
device described in JP-A No. 2010-115947, even when a
passenger is on the front passenger seat, the inflated airbag
may not come into contact with the passenger on the front
passenger seat r and may not be supported in the vehicle
width direction.

In addition, in the case where the airbag housed in the
center console inflates with small articles and/or drink
placed on the center console, those small articles on the
center console are bounded up, thereby causing danger.
Consequently, small articles and/or drink cannot be placed
on the center console, and thus the center console may not
be effectively used in normal conditions.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure has been designed in consideration
of the circumstances described above, and an object thereof
is to provide an airbag device that is used in a vehicle having
seats disposed apart from each other in a vehicle width
direction to restrain movement of an occupant in the vehicle
width direction due to a side collision, allows the space
between the seats to be effectively used in normal condi-
tions, and is capable of sufficiently supporting a deployed
airbag.

An aspect of the present disclosure provides an airbag
device used in a vehicle having seats disposed apart from
each other in a vehicle width direction, the airbag device
including an airbag that is disposed in each of at least one
pair of adjacent seats. The airbags of the at least one pair of
adjacent seats are inflatable and deployable substantially
simultaneously between the adjacent seats, and the airbags
the at least one pair of adjacent seats are contactable with
each other.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a schematic plan view of the front part of the
vehicle cabin in normal conditions of a vehicle equipped
with an airbag device in the present implementation, and
FIG. 1B is a schematic cross-sectional plan view of the
airbag device;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating input/output of
control signals related to the airbag device in the present
implementation;

FIG. 3 is a schematic plan view of the front part of the
vehicle cabin when the airbag of the air bag device in the
present implementation starts to deploy;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are each a schematic plan view of the
front part of the vehicle cabin when the airbag of the air bag
device in the present implementation has inflated;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are each a schematic plan view of the
front part of the vehicle cabin when the airbag in a modified
implementation has inflated; and

FIGS. 6A and 6B are each a schematic plan view of the
front part of the vehicle cabin when the airbag in another
implementation has inflated.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIGS. 1A and 1B to FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate an
implementation of the present disclosure.

As illustrated in FIG. 1A, in a vehicle 1 equipped with an
airbag device in the present disclosure, a driver’s seat 3 and
a front passenger seat 4 are disposed in a vehicle width
direction and provided independently to each other in the
front part of the cabin of a vehicle body 2. In addition, the
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driver’s seat 3 and the front passenger seat 4 are disposed
apart, and a center console 5 is provided between the
driver’s seat 3 and the front passenger seat 4.

The driver’s seat 3 has a driver’s seat seating surface 3a
on which the driver sits, a driver’s seat backrest 354 that
extends upward from the rear of the driver’s seat seating
surface 3a and supports the back of the driver. The driver’s
seat seating surface 3a is freely movable along a seat rail
(not illustrated) which is provided on the floor of the vehicle
cabin and which extends in the fore-and-aft direction of the
vehicle, and thus the position of the driver’s seat seating
surface 3a in the fore-and-aft direction with respect to the
vehicle body may be changed. The driver’s seat backrest 35
is freely rotatable about the shaft at a lower portion in the
fore-and-aft direction of the vehicle, and the backrest angle
is adjustable. The front passenger seat 4 also has a front
passenger seat seating surface 4a and a front passenger seat
backrest 45, and so the front passenger seat 4 has a similar
configuration to that of the driver’s seat 3. The center
console 5 is provided in the fore-and-aft direction of the
vehicle and includes a storage box for storing small articles
and a drink holder for holding a drink container.

An airbag device 6 is provided beneath each of the lateral
face of the driver’s seat backrest 3b, facing the front
passenger seat 4 and the lateral face of the front passenger
seat backrest 45, facing the driver’s seat 3. As illustrated in
the cross-sectional plan view of the airbag device 6 of FIG.
1B, the airbag device 6 includes an airbag 61 which is
inflatable and deployable at the time of collision of the
vehicle 1, and an airbag housing 62 that houses the airbag 61
which is folded.

The airbag 61 is designed to inflate and deploy inwardly
in the vehicle width direction as well as in a fore-and-aft
direction and a vertical direction of the vehicle. The inflated
and deployed airbag 61 is in a shape extending forward and
rearward of the driver’s seat backrest 36 and the front
passenger seat backrest 4b in a fore-and-aft direction of the
vehicle, the seat backrests 356 and 45 being each equipped
with the airbag device 6.

The airbag 61 has a plurality of tethers 614 attached to the
inner surface thereof for regulating the shape of the airbag
61 when inflated and deployed. The shape of the outer face
of the inflated and deployed airbag 61 inward in the vehicle
width direction is regulated by the plurality of tethers 61a.
The attachment of the tethers 614 to the inner surface of the
airbag 61 inward in the vehicle width direction regulates the
inward side of the airbag 61 in the vehicle width direction to
have a planar shape, the tethers 61a having rigidity in a
vertical direction and a fore-and-aft direction of the vehicle.
The shape of the airbag 61 may be regulated by other
methods, for example, the tethers 614 pulls the inner surface
of'the airbag 61 inward in the vehicle width direction toward
the inner surface of the airbag 61 outward in the vehicle
width direction.

Thus, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the airbag 61 of the airbag
device 6 of the driver’s seat backrest 35, and the airbag 61
of'the airbag device 6 of the front passenger seat backrest 45
are designed to deploy in a fore-and-aft direction and a
vertical direction of the vehicle, and mutually facing por-
tions deploy so as to form a planar shape. That is, the outer
surface of an inflated and deployed airbag 61 includes a far
side face 611 that serves as the inner-side face in the vehicle
width direction, a near side face 612 that is connected to an
inflator 62a and serves as the outer-side face in the vehicle
width direction, a front face 613 that serves as the front face
in a fore-and-aft direction of the vehicle, and a rear face 614
that serves as the rear face in a fore-and-aft direction of the
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vehicle. The near side face 612 extends in a fore-and-aft
direction of the vehicle and inflates up to approximately the
height of the upper half body of an occupant or higher in a
vertical direction, and inflation of the near side face 612 in
the vehicle width direction is regulated so as to form a planar
shape. In the present implementation, the shapes of the front
face 613 and the rear face 614 are not regulated while
inflating and deploying. Therefore, the opposed faces of two
airbags 61 are in a substantially linear shape that extends in
a fore-and-aft direction of the vehicle in a plan view.

In addition, the airbag 61 of the airbag device 6 of the
driver’s seat backrest 3b, and the airbag 61 of the airbag
device 6 of the front passenger seat backrest 45 are designed
to inflate and deploy substantially simultaneously. That is,
the airbag 61 of the airbag device 6 of the driver’s seat
backrest 35, and the airbag 61 of the airbag device 6 of the
front passenger seat backrest 45 are controlled so that the
time intervals of inflation and expansion of both airbags 61
are overlapped. In the present implementation, as described
later, the both airbags 61 are controlled so as to start inflation
and expansion substantially simultaneously. The present
invention is not limited to this, and it is sufficient that the
time intervals of the inflation and expansion of both airbags
61 are overlapped. That is, both airbags 61 are not needed to
start to inflate and deploy substantially simultaneously as far
as the airbags 61 share a time interval during which the
airbags 61 inflate and deploy.

The airbag housing 62 is provided with an inflator 62a
which is connected to the airbag 61. A gas discharged from
the inflator 624 is supplied into the airbag 61. In addition, the
airbag housing 62 is provided with a cover portion 625
inwardly in the vehicle width direction, through which the
airbag 61 moves upward from the airbag housing 62 when
the airbag 61 inflates and deploys. For this reason, when a
gas is supplied into the airbag 61 from the inflator 624, the
airbag 61 starts to inflate and deploy inwardly in the vehicle
width direction from the cover portion 625.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the airbag device 6 is controlled
by an occupant protection control unit 60. The occupant
protection control unit 60 is, for example, a CPU or an ECU,
and has an input side and an output side, the input side being
connected to a collision sensor 601 that detects a collision of
the vehicle 1, the output side being connected to the inflator
62a.

In the case where the collision sensor 601 detects a
collision of the vehicle 1, a detection signal is outputted
from the collision sensor 601 to the occupant protection
control unit 60. Upon receiving an input of the detection
signal, the occupant protection control unit 60 outputs a
control signal to the inflator 62a, the control signal for
starting supply of gas to the airbag 61. In the present
implementation, the inflator 624 is provided in each of the
driver’s seat backrest 35 and the front passenger seat back-
rest 4b, and upon receiving an input of a detection signal
from the collision sensor 601, the occupant protection con-
trol unit 60 outputs a control signal to each inflator 62«
simultaneously. The inflator 62a, after receiving the control
signal from the occupant protection control unit 60, supplies
a gas into the airbag 61. Upon receiving the control signal
from the occupant protection control unit 60, the inflator 62a
provided in the airbag housing 62 of the driver’s seat
backrest 3b, and the inflator 62a provided in the airbag
housing 62 of the front passenger seat backrest 45 start to
supply a gas substantially simultaneously.

It is to be noted that a collision prediction device for
predicting a collision of the vehicle 1 may be connected to
the input side of the occupant protection control unit 60, the
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prediction being made based on movement information of
the vehicle 1 obtained by a sensor or on environmental
information outside the vehicle 1 obtained by a camera or a
sensor. In this case, when a collision of the vehicle 1 is
predicted by the collision prediction device, a collision
prediction signal is outputted from the collision prediction
device to the occupant protection control unit 60, and the
occupant protection control unit 60 outputs a control signal
to the inflator 62a based on the collision prediction signal,
the control signal for starting supply of gas to the airbag 61.

The operation of the airbag device 6 at the time of side
collision of the vehicle 1 having the above configuration will
be described.

When the collision sensor 601 detects a collision of the
vehicle 1, a control signal for supplying gas to the airbag 61
is outputted from the occupant protection control unit 60 to
the inflator 62a. The inflator 62a, which has received the
control signal, supplies gas into the airbag 61, then the
airbag 61 starts to inflate and deploy. As illustrated in FIG.
3, the airbag 61 inflates and deploys inwardly in the vehicle
width direction substantially simultaneously from each of
the airbag housing 62 beneath a lateral face of the driver’s
seat backrest 35, the lateral face facing the front passenger
seat and the airbag housing 62 beneath a lateral face of the
front passenger seat backrest 45, the lateral face facing the
driver’s seat. In this process, the airbag 61 inflates and
deploys in a vertical direction and extends in a fore-and-aft
direction of the vehicle in a long range. In addition, the far
side face 611 of the airbag 61 inflates and deploys while
being regulated to form a planar shape.

As the airbag 61 inflates and deploys, as illustrated in FIG.
4A, the airbag 61 in the airbag housing 62 of the driver’s seat
backrest 3b, and the airbag 61 in the airbag housing 62 of the
front passenger seat backrest 46 come into contact with each
other at the respective far side faces 611 above approxi-
mately the middle of the driver’s seat 3 and the front
passenger seat 4, that is, above the center console 5. Since
the far side face 611 of each inflated and deployed airbag 61
has a planar shape, the contact area between the two airbags
61 is designed to be large.

Each airbag 61 inflates and deploys so as to extend in a
fore-and-aft direction of the vehicle in a long range, and the
far side face 611 forms a planar shape. Therefore, as
illustrated in FIG. 4B, even when the positions of the
driver’s seat 3 and the front passenger seat 4 in a fore-and-aft
direction of the vehicle are not aligned, for example, when
the front passenger seat 4 has been moved rearwardly of the
driver’s seat 3, or even when the driver’s seat backrest 35
and the front passenger seat backrest 45 have different
backrest angles, the two airbags 61 are able to be in contact
with each other.

In this manner, the far side faces 611 of the airbags 61,
which have inflated and deployed substantially simultane-
ously from the respective lateral faces of a plurality of seats
(the driver’s seat 3 and the front passenger seat 4 in the
present implementation) disposed in the vehicle width direc-
tion, come into contact with each other, thereby enabling the
airbags 61 to mutually support a force applied in the vehicle
width direction.

Here, it is assumed that an airbag 161 inflates and deploys
downward, for example, from the ceiling of the vehicle body
2 between the driver’s seat 3 and the front passenger seat 4
as illustrated in FIG. 6A, and attempts to restrain movement
of a driver on the driver’s seat toward the front passenger
seat 4. In this case, the airbag 161 may not have a sufficient
reaction force against the movement of a driver on the
driver’s seat toward the front passenger seat 4, and thus the
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driver on the driver’s seat may be moved toward the front
passenger seat 4 as illustrated in FIG. 6B. That is, no element
is provided to support the airbag 161 in the vehicle width
direction, and therefore the airbag 161 does not have a
sufficient reaction force against the movement of the driver
on the driver’s seat toward the front passenger seat 4. Thus,
at the time of side collision of the vehicle 1, movement of
a driver from the driver’s seat to the front passenger seat 4
is restrained by the airbag 61 which has inflated and
deployed from the driver’s seat backrest 35. However, in the
case where a single airbag 61 provides a small reaction
force, a driver on the driver’s seat may not be supported, and
the driver may be moved from the driver’s seat to the front
passenger seat 4.

However, in the case where the airbags 61 provided in the
driver’s seat 3 and the front passenger seat 4 disposed in the
vehicle width direction inflate and deploy, the far side faces
611 come into contact with each other to support each other.
In this manner, the airbags 61 disposed in the vehicle width
direction support each other to reinforce their reaction force,
and thus it is possible to restrain movement of a driver on the
driver’s seat to the front passenger seat 4 and/or movement
of'a passenger on the front passenger seat to the driver’s seat
3.

Also, since the airbags 61 are not supported by the sides
of'an occupant, a seat, or a vehicle body 2, but by the airbags
61 themselves as illustrated in FIG. 4A, even when an
occupant is not on one of the driver’s seat 3 and the front
passenger seat 4, or the positions of both seats in a fore-
and-aft direction of the vehicle are not aligned, it is possible
to reliably reinforce the reaction force of each airbag 61. In
this manner, the reaction force of each airbag 61 is rein-
forced, and thus a driver on the driver’s seat and/or a
passenger on the front passenger seat are supported by the
near side faces 612 of the airbags 61, and the movement of
a driver and/or a passenger in the vehicle width direction is
restrained at the time of collision of the vehicle 1.

Furthermore, each airbag 61 inflates and deploys so that
its far side face 611 becomes a planar shape extending in a
fore-and-aft direction and a vertical direction of the vehicle.
For this reason, even when the positions of the driver’s seat
3 and the front passenger seat 4 in a fore-and-aft direction of
the vehicle are not aligned, or even when the driver’s seat
backrest 3b and the front passenger seat backrest 45 have
different backrest angles, both airbags 61 are able to be in
contact with each other as illustrated in FIG. 4B. If the
contact area between the airbags 61 has a curved shape, each
airbag may slide and may not be able to support each other.
However, each far side face 611 as a contact area between
the airbags 61 has a planar shape, and thus it is possible for
the airbags 61 to push each other inwardly in the vehicle
width direction. Consequently, at the time of side collision
of the vehicle 1, the reaction force of each airbag 61 in the
vehicle width direction may be increased irrespective of the
seat positions and the backrest angles, and thus it is possible
to restrain movement of a driver on the driver’s seat to the
front passenger seat 4 and/or movement of a passenger on
the front passenger seat to the driver’s seat 3.

Furthermore, the airbag device 6 is provided in each of the
driver’s seat backrest 35 and the front passenger seat back-
rest 45, the airbag 61 may be reduced in size compared with
the case where one airbag is provided in the roof or the
center console 5 of the vehicle 1. Thus, it is possible for the
air bag device 6 to be provided even in the case where the
vehicle is such that the driver’s seat 3 and the front passen-
ger seat 4 are small in size or the space between the driver’s
seat 3 and the front passenger seat 4 is narrow.
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Also, each airbag 61 inflates and deploys so as to extend
rearwardly of the driver’s seat backrest 36 and the front
passenger seat backrest 46 which are each provided with the
airbag housing 62. Consequently, even when the positions
and/or angles of the driver’s seat 3.and the front passenger
seat 4 in a fore-and-aft direction have a large difference, it
is possible to cause the far side faces 611 of both airbags 61
to come into contact with each other reliably.

In the present implementation, the shape of the far side
face 611 of each inflated and deployed airbag 61 is regulated
by the tethers 61a. Alternatively, the shape of the far side
face 611 of each airbag 61 may be regulated to form a planar
shape using another approach.

The outer surface of the airbag 61, particularly, the surface
of the far side face 611 may be provided with minute
depressions and projections, or a Velcro tape or an antislip-
ping agent may be applied to the surface. This increases the
adhesive force of the contact area between the far side faces
611, and the reaction force of each airbag 61 may be
reinforced more firmly.

The airbag 61 in the present implementation is designed
to inflate and deploy between the driver’s seat 3 and the front
passenger seat 4. Alternatively, the airbag 61 may be used
also in a vehicle which is provided with three or more seats
disposed in the vehicle width direction. In this case, the
airbag 61 inflates and deploys from the backrest of a seat
toward an adjacent seat and comes into contact with another
airbag 61 which has inflated and deployed from the backrest
of'the adjacent seat. The contact area between the airbags 61
has a planar shape, and the reaction force is increased by
mutual pressing between the airbags 61.

Next, an airbag device 206 as a modification of the airbag
61 in the above-described implementation will be described
with reference to FIGS. 5A and 5B. A description of repeated
or the same components as those in the above-described
implementation will be omitted.

The airbag 261 included in the airbag device 206 is
housed in an airbag housing 262 which is provided beneath
the lateral face of a driver’s seat backrest 2035, facing a front
passenger seat 204 and beneath the lateral face of a front
passenger seat backrest 2045, facing a driver’s seat 203.
When a collision of the vehicle 1 is detected, a gas is
supplied from the respective inflators 262a of the airbag
housings 262 into the airbags 261 substantially simultane-
ously at substantially the same speed.

A cover portion 2624 in each of the airbag housings 262
is provided such that the outer surface of the cover portion
262b faces frontward in a fore-and-aft direction of the
vehicle and inward in the vehicle width direction. The airbag
261 has tethers 2614 attached to the inner surface thereof for
regulating the shape of the airbag 261 at the time of inflation
and expansion to form an approximately elliptical shape in
a plan view, and on end of the longer axis of the approxi-
mately elliptical shape is connected to the inflator 262a.

In this manner, when a gas is supplied into each of the
airbags 261, each airbag 261 starts to inflate and deploy
forwardly in a fore-and-aft direction of the vehicle and
inwardly in the vehicle width direction. That is, each airbag
261 inflates and deploys from a corresponding airbag hous-
ing 262 to a position forward of the mid-point between the
driver’s seat backrest 2035 and the front passenger seat
backrest 204b.

With this configuration, the airbag 261 which has inflated
and deployed from the driver’s seat backrest 2035, and the
airbag 261 which has inflated and deployed from the front
passenger seat backrest 2045 come into contact with each
other between the driver’s seat 203 and the front passenger
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seat 204. When the positions of the driver’s seat 203 and the
front passenger seat 204 are approximately the same, once
the airbags 261 start to inflate and deploy, the end portions
of the airbags 261 come into contact with each other at the
mid-point between the driver’s seat 203 and the front
passenger seat 204, and the airbags 261 continue to inflate
and deploy forwardly while pushing each other. Conse-
quently, when the airbags 261 have completely inflated and
deployed, the inner sides of the airbags 261 in the vehicle
width direction are in contact with each other as illustrated
in FIG. 5A.

When the positions of the driver’s seat 203 and the front
passenger, seat 204 in a fore-and-aft direction of the vehicle
are not aligned, or when the driver’s seat backrest 2035 and
the front passenger seat backrest 2045 have different back-
rest angles, the airbags 261 are as illustrated in FIG. 5B. For
example, when the front passenger seat 204 has been moved
rearwardly of the driver’s seat 203, the end portion of the
airbag 261 which has inflated and deployed from the front
passenger seat backrest 2045, comes into contact with the
vehicle-widthwise inner side of the airbag 261 which has
inflated and deployed from the driver’s seat backrest 2035,
and the airbags 261 continue to inflate and deploy forwardly
while pushing each other. Thus, when the airbags 261 have
completely inflated and deployed, a rear portion of the
vehicle-widthwise inner side of one airbag 261 is in contact
with a front portion of the vehicle-widthwise inner side of
the other airbag 261 as illustrated in FIG. 5B. In this manner,
at the time of side collision of the vehicle 1, the forward
inflation and expansion of both airbags 261 from the
vehicle-widthwise inner side thereof enables to reinforce the
reaction force of the airbags 261 each other and to restrain
movement of a driver on the driver’s seat to the front
passenger seat 204 and/or movement of a passenger on the
front passenger seat to the driver’s seat 203 irrespective of
the seat positions and the backrest angles.

The invention claimed is:

1. An airbag device used in a vechicle having seats
disposed apart from each other in a vehicle width direction,
the airbag device comprising:

an airbag that is disposed in each of at least one pair of

adjacent seats,

wherein the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent

seats are inflatable and deployable substantially simul-
taneously between the adjacent seats, and

wherein the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent

seats include a far side face including a contact region,
each far side face of the airbags is contactable with each
other in the contact region,

wherein the airbags are inflatable and deployable such

that the contact region of the far side face of each airbag
is equally disposed in relation to the seats in a fore-
and-aft direction of the vehicle, and

wherein an outer surface of the inflated and deployed

airbag includes a far side face being an inner-side face
of the airbag in the vehicle width direction, the far side
face including an anti-slipping agent being applied
thereto.

2. The airbag device according to claim 1, wherein

each of the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent

seats, when inflated and deployed, includes a portion
facing the adjacent seat, the portion having a substan-
tially planar shape extending in a fore-and-aft direction
and a vertical direction of the vehicle, and

the portion in the substantially planar shape of one of the

airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent seats is
contactable with the portion in the substantially planar
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shape of the other one of the airbags of the at least one
pair of adjacent seats, which has inflated and deployed
from the adjacent seat.

3. The airbag device according to claim 2, wherein each
of the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent seats is
inflatable and deployable from a lateral face of a backrest
that is provided in the corresponding seat, the lateral face
facing the adjacent seat.

4. The airbag device according to claim 3, wherein each
of the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent seats is
inflatable and deployable backward from the backrest of the
corresponding seat.

5. The airbag device according to claim 1, wherein each
of the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent seats is
inflatable and deployable from a lateral face of a backrest
that is provided in the corresponding seat, the lateral face
facing the adjacent seat.

6. The airbag device according to claim 5, wherein each
of the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent seats is
inflatable and deployable backward from the backrest of the
corresponding seat.

7. The airbag device according to claim 1, wherein an
outer surface of an inflated and deployed airbag includes:

a near side face that is connected to an inflator and being

an outer-side face of the airbag in the vehicle width
direction;

a front face being a front-side face of the airbag in a

fore-and-aft direction of the vehicle; and

a rear face being a rear-side face of the airbag in a

fore-and-aft direction of the vehicle.

8. The airbag device according to claim 7, wherein
opposing near side faces of two airbags are in a substantially
linear shape that extends in a fore-and-aft direction of the
vehicle in a plan view.

9. The airbag device according to claim 1, wherein
opposed faces of two airbags are in a substantially linear
shape that extends in a fore-and-aft direction of the vehicle
in a plan view.

10. An airbag device used in a vehicle having seats
disposed apart from each other in a vehicle width direction,
the airbag device comprising:

an airbag that is disposed in each of at least one pair of

adjacent seats,
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wherein the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent
seats are inflatable and deployable substantially simul-
taneously between the adjacent seats,

wherein the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent

seats include a far side face including a contact region,
each far side face of the airbags is contactable with each
other in the contact region,

wherein the airbags are inflatable and deployable such

that the contact region of the far side face of each airbag
is equally disposed in relation to the seats in a fore-
and-aft direction of the vehicle, and

wherein the far side face includes an anti-slipping agent

being applied thereto such that the far side face of a first
air bag of the airbags and the far side face of a second
air bag of the airbags do not slip when contacting each
other when the airbags are inflated and deployed.

11. An airbag device used in a vehicle having seats
disposed apart from each other in a vehicle width direction,
the airbag device comprising:

an airbag that is disposed in each of at least one pair of

adjacent seats,

wherein the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent

seats are inflatable and deployable substantially simul-
taneously between the adjacent seats, and

wherein the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent

seats include a far side face including a contact region,
each far side face of the airbags is contactable with each
other in the contact region,

wherein the far side face includes an anti-slipping agent

applied thereto.
12. The airbag device according to claim 11,
wherein each of the airbags of the at least one pair of
adjacent seats, when inflated and deployed, includes a
portion facing the adjacent seat, the portion having a
substantially planar shape extending in a fore-and-aft
direction and a vertical direction of the vehicle, and

wherein the portion in the substantially planar shape of
one of the airbags of the at least one pair of adjacent
seats is contactable with the portion in the substantially
planar shape of the other one of the airbags of the at
least one pair of adjacent seats, which has inflated and
deployed from the adjacent seat.

#* #* #* #* #*



